258    MEN AND EVENTS OF MY TIME IN INDIA. CHAP. xn.

European or Native society; and his death left a blank which
has not yet been filled up by time.

Dr. Murray Mitchell, also belonging to the Free Church
mission,-was a missionary of much fervour ability and influence.
He subsequently held a position of importance in the Institution
at Calcutta, and having thus been in contact with the intellectual
Natives in both the west and east of India, possesses probably a
wider experience than any of his fellow-labourers.

In the European section of the mercantile community the
two foremost men were Michael Scott and John Fleming.
They became involved in misfortune afterwards, but at that
time their influence was considerable. During the period of
speculation which soon followed, Michael Scott's action, though
undertaken at the moment with the best intentions, did indirectly
stimulate the excitement then springing up in the public mind.
The errors committed by a man of such enterprising talent
and of so high a character, should serve .as a warning to
those whose lot it may be to guide commercial opinion during
future crises. Fleming's conduct at that time was steady and
cautious, and he was regarded as a breakwater by which the
floods of speculation might be stemmed. So highly was he
esteemed that he had the honour of being appointed a Com-
panion of the Order of the Star of India. His subsequent mis-
fortunes should not cause his services rendered at this time to
be forgotten.

Among the Natives engaged in trade, two men were par-
ticularly distinguished, one a Parsi, the other a Hindu. The
Parsi was Eustamji, son of the Jamsetji Jijibhoy who received
a. Baronetcy, being the first Native of India upon whom that
dignity had been bestowed. The Parsis of Bombay axe famed
for skill, energy and enterprise in commercial affairs and for
munificent benevolence in the disposal of their wealth. Among
them Rustamji was placed in the first rank; and his social
position afforded him additional opportunity of employing
adequately his means of doing good. But he became involved
in the commercial speculations of this time, though his honour
was not compromised he lost the status previously enjoyed by